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Our PHEPR Team
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What is KPHD’s Role in an Emergency?

Our Mission
Prevent disease and 
protect and promote the 
health of all people in 
Kitsap County.

Our Mission in an Emergency
Prevent disease and 
protect and promote the 
health of all people in 
Kitsap County.

The difference?  Our priorities depending on how the disaster affects our health.
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Other Support Activities

Health and Medical Services
 Coordination (ESF-8) for

County Emergency 
Operations Center

Regional Public Health 
Planning, Training, & 

Exercise Support
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KPHD Emergency Prep/Response Activations

• 2009 H1N1 Response (2009-2010)
• Ebola Prep (2014)
• Horseshoe Lake GI Illness Response (2018)
• Longterm Care Facility GI Illness Response (2019)
• Measles Prep (2019)
• COVID-19 (2020-2023)
• MPOX (2022)
• Tuberculosis (2022)
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How PHEPR Helps KPHD Prepare

• Plans, procedures, and systems
• Training and exercises
• Partnerships with local, tribal, regional, 

and state organizations
• Communications systems
• Medical countermeasures and other 

emergency supplies
• Staying informed about best practices
• Employee preparedness activities

WA Department of Health Warehouse
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Our PHEPR Team (Part 2)

Nathan Anderson
Planning Specialist

Amy Anderson
Training & Exercise Specialist

Quynh Sample
Resources Specialist

• Response plans & procedures
• Floor monitor program
• Duty officer
• Climate change

(acute response)

• Emergency response training
• Emergency response exercises
• Alternate communications 

(ham radio)

• Medical Reserve Corps 
• Medical countermeasures and 

medical materiel
• Outreach
• Employee preparedness
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Recent and Current Initiatives

• Plans “Refresh” – KPHD and County
• Exercises – “Stinky Tornado”, Network Outage, JCPH
• Outreach – Kids Events, Heat & Wildfire
• Employee Preparedness
• Alternate Communications

(Winlink, Ham, Zoleo)
• 2026 FIFA World Cup Planning 
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Some of our partners include…
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PHEPR Webpage

kitsappublichealth.org/phepr

https://kitsappublichealth.org/phepr/home


THANK YOU!
prepare@kitsappublichealth.org
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mailto:prepare@kitsappublichealth.org


PUBLIC HEALTH
HEAT & WILDFIRE SMOKE 
PREPAREDNESS

Nathan Anderson, MPA
Planning Specialist
Public Health Emergency 
Response & Preparedness



Heat-related illnesses
Heat cramps, heat exhaustion, heatstroke, hyperthermia

Chronic conditions
Cardiovascular, respiratory, cerebrovascular diseases and 
diabetes-related conditions

Occupational injuries
Drownings, food and waterborne disease, marine algal 
blooms

Mental health and psychological stress
Stress, irritability, interaction with psychiatric medications
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Health and 
medical 
impacts of 
Extreme Heat

Prolonged 
exposure to heat 
impedes our 
ability to regulate 
internal 
temperature

Source: cdc.gov/extreme-heat



Eye, nose, and throat irritation

Fatigue, headaches, and coughing

Wheezing and shortness of breath

Mental health and psychological stress
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Health and 
medical 
impacts of 
Wildfire Smoke

Exposure to 
smoke can cause 
or worsen health 
problems

Source: cdc.gov/wildfires/risk-factors/
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Health and 
medical 
impacts of 
Heat and 
Smoke

Exposure to 
smoke and heat 
can make anyone 
sick, but some 
people have a 
higher risk of 
getting sick

Sources: cdc.gov/wildfires/risk-factors/
cdc.gov/extreme-heat
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Climate Outlook

Source: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

Heat and smoke forecasts for the summer
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Climate Outlook

Source: https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

Heat and smoke forecasts for the summer
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What is KPHD Doing?

Sources: heat.gov, airnow.gov, wasmoke.blogspot.com, epa.gov

Maintain awareness of evidence-based and best 
practices for public health interventions
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What is KPHD Doing?

Source: https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/ 

Monitoring conditions and sharing recommended public health actions
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What is KPHD Doing?

Sources: wasmoke.blogspot.com
doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/air-quality/smoke-fires/partner-toolkit

Monitoring conditions and sharing 
recommended public health actions
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What is KPHD Doing?

Source: kitsappublichealth.org/ourenvironment/climate

Monitoring conditions and sharing 
recommended public health actions
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What is KPHD Doing?

Source: https://kitsappublichealth.org/media

Conducting public information and community outreach in collaboration 
with our communications program 
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What is KPHD Doing?
Helping to distribute supplies when resources are available

• Portable Air Cleaners from Washington Department of Health
• Other materials as available

For inquiries about availability, email: 

prepare@kitsappublichealth.org



THANK YOU!
nathan.anderson@kitsappublichealth.org
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