KITSAP PUBLIC
HEALTH DISTRICT

345 6th Street, Suite 300
Bremerton, WA 98337
360-728-2235

KITSAP PUBLIC HEALTH BOARD

The Kitsap Peninsula is home of sovereign Indian nations, namely the

Suquamish and Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribes

MEETING AGENDA
May 6, 2025
8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Chambers Room, Bremerton Government Center
345 6 Street, Bremerton WA 98337

(Health Board members may participate remotely via Zoom)

8:30 a.m. 1.

8:31a.m. 2.

8:32 a.m. 3.

8:34 a.m. 4,

8:44 a.m. b.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

9:00 a.m. 6.

9:20 a.m. 7.

9:40 a.m. 8.

Call to Order
Dr. Tara Sell, Chair

Approval of April 1, 2025, Meeting Minutes Page 4
Dr. Tara Sell, Chair

Approval of Consent Iltems and Contract Updates
Dr. Tara Sell, Chair External Document

Public Comment
Dr. Tara Sell, Chair

Health Officer and Administrator Reports
Dr. Gib Morrow, Health Officer & Yolanda Fong, Administrator

Olympic Connect Page 9

Miranda Burger, Director of Programs,
Olympic Community of Health

Communicable Disease Surveillance and Response: Page 25
An Overview

Liz Davis, Program Manager

Wendy Inouye, Epidemiologist

Addressing Communicable Health Threats Page 34
Liz Davis, Program Manager
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10:00 a.m. 9. Adjourn

All times are approximate. Board meeting materials are available online at
www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh

% % %

Attending/viewing Health Board meetings

Members of the public can attend Kitsap Public Health Board meetings in person at the
time and location listed at the top of the agenda.

Health Board meetings will broadcast live on Comcast channel 12, WAVE channel 3, and
on the BKAT website at https://www.bremertonwa.gov/402. A video recording of the
meeting will be made available at www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh, typically
within 48 hours of meeting adjournment.

Providing public comment

Verbal public comment: Members of the public can provide spoken public comment to
the Health Board by attending the meeting in person at the time and location listed at
the top of the agenda.* Members of the public who attend in person can make verbal
comments during the Public Comment agenda item or as specified by the Health Board
Chair.

As this meeting is a regular business meeting of the Health Board, the Chair will establish
a time limit for public comment to ensure enough time is allowed for all agenda items to
occur prior to adjournment. Each public commenter will receive a specific amount of
time to address the board as determined by the Chair.

Written comments may be submitted by mail or emaiil to:
Mail: Email:

Kitsap Public Health Board healthboard@kitsappublichealth.org

Attention: Executive Secretary
345 6t Street, Suite 300
Bremerton, WA 98337

All written comments received will be forwarded to board members and posted on the
Health Board’s meeting materials webpage at www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh.

*If you are unable to attend a meeting in person and need to request an accommodation to provide
verbal public comment, please email healthboard@kitsappublichealth.org or call 360-728-2235.



https://www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh
https://www.bremertonwa.gov/402
http://www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh
mailto:healthboard@kitsappublichealth.org
http://www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh
mailto:healthboard@kitsappublichealth.org
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Health Board meeting notifications and materials

To sign up to receive Kitsap Public Health Board meeting notifications by email or text
message, go to kitsappublichealth.org/subscribe, email pio@kitsappublichealth.org, or
call 360-728-2330. Notifications are typically sent on the Thursday prior to each regular
Tuesday meeting.

A schedule of regular Health Board meetings is posted on the Health District website
here.

Materials for each meeting, including an agenda, minutes from the prior Health Board
meeting, and informational meeting packet, are posted prior to each scheduled meeting
at www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh. Printed materials are available for meeting
attendees. A video recording and copies of presentations are posted to the board
meetings website after each meeting.



https://www.kitsappublichealth.org/subscribe
https://5ef37c8c-f092-46e0-a849-26f08d9b4fc4.usrfiles.com/ugd/e3de43_88df7d5d265b4604b66270ad93f20217.pdf
http://www.kitsappublichealth.org/about/boh

KITSAP PUBLIC HEALTH BOARD
MEETING MINUTES

Regular Meeting
April 1,2025

The meeting was called to order by Chair Tara Sell at 8:30 a.m.
Board members present gave a brief introduction.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Becky Erickson moved and Commissioner Christine Rolfes seconded the motion to
approve the minutes for the March 4, 2025, regular meeting. The motion was approved
unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA

The April consent agenda included the following contracts:
e 2233, Amendment 4, Kitsap County, GIS Services
e 2441, Amendment 3, Washington State Department of Health, Consolidated Contract
e 2462, Kitsap County Jail

Member Dr. Michael Watson moved and Member Drayton Jackson seconded the motion to
approve the consent agenda. The motion was approved unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
HEALTH OFFICER/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Report:
Yolanda Fong, Administrator, shared several updates:

e loss of Federal Funds: Due to decisions made at the federal level, the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) terminated multiple pandemic-related grants, resulting in a
loss of approximately $130 million in funding for Washington State. This will impact key
areas such as epidemiology, laboratory capacity, immunization efforts, the Care
Connect program, and health equity initiatives. The Health District has received a
notice from DOH suspending COVID-19 vaccine funding, which was expected through
June 2025. These funds supported vaccine clinics for children and adults, the
coordination of vaccine efforts with community partners, and other vaccine-related
campaigns. In response, the Health District has removed future vaccine clinic
promotions from its website, although information about vaccine clinics through
Peninsula Community Health Services remains available. Ms. Fong noted she will be
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meeting with leadership to discuss next steps and strategies to address these funding
cuts.

County Health Rankings: The University of Wisconsin’s 2025 County Health Rankings
ranked Kitsap County highest in Washington under the Community Conditions areaq,
which considers social and economic factors, physical environment, and health
infrastructure. A summary of the report is available on the Health District’'s website.
GovDelivery Access Issue: The Health District’s notification service, GovDelivery, was
temporarily inaccessible due to unauthorized activity. Notifications continued via the
Health District's website, and full service is expected to resume soon.

National Public Health Week (April 7-13): In celebration of National Public Health Week,
the Health District will recognize staff and promote public health awareness through
social media and blog posts.

Board members discussed the updates and asked clarifying questions.

There was no further comment.

Health Officer Report:
Due to the Health Officer’s absence, Lynn Pittsinger, Community Health Director, shared the
Health Officer Report on behalf of Dr. Gib Morrow:

Public health is currently facing serious challenges, including funding cuts, attacks on
credibility, and threats to its mission. Thousands of public health workers have been
laid off nationwide, though the Health District expects to avoid personnel cuts in 2025
due to careful financial stewardship and ongoing monitoring of funding streams.

The Board was thanked for supporting legislative priorities related to the continued
funding and strengthened authority of public health. This support enabled Health
District staff to meet with state legislators in March to advocate for Foundational
Public Health Services (FPHS), using local stories to highlight the value and impact of
public health work.

FPHS funding, which represents nearly 20% of the Health District’s total budget, has
been instrumental in supporting essential services such as policy development,
community health improvement planning, education, communications, and disease
control efforts. This revenue stream was at risk of significant cuts; however, due to
legislative action, funding will likely be maintained at current levels. Dr. Morrow
expressed deep appreciation to the Board and other elected officials for their support
of public health funding as a legislative priority and for their ongoing advocacy on
behalf of the Health District.

In other parts of the nation, public health decisions are being made without the use of
scientific evidence or best-available data. The Health District plans to continue using
scientific information and evidence to guide the agency’s work. Using evidence-based

Common\ Admin\Board-KPHD\2025\5 May\ Board Minutes April 2025 DRAFT
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345 6th Street, Suite 300
KITSAP PUBLIC Bremerton, WA 98337

HEALTH DISTRICT 360-728-2235

MEMO

To: Kitsap Public Health Board

From: Liz Davis, Immunizations & GCD Program Manager

Date: May 6, 2025

Re: Communicable Disease Surveillance and Response: An Overview

Liz Davis, Immunizations and General Communicable Disease (GCD) Program
Manager, and Wendy Inouye, Epidemiologist, will present an overview of the following
topics:

e The Health District’s ability to respond to communicable disease threats, which
depends on local resources and current burdens of disease. This work is
primarily supported through Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS) funding.

e The key components of communicable disease surveillance and response,
including investigation, implementation of control measures, care coordination,
and communication.

¢ A demonstration of newly created data dashboards that highlight
communicable disease activity in Kitsap County and the broader Olympic
Region.

e Future updates on this topic, which can be provided at the Board's request.

Recommendation

None at this time - for information and discussion only.

Please contact me at (360)728-2235 or elizabeth.davis@kitsappublichealth.org with
any questions or comments.
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https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/notifiable-conditions/list-notifiable-conditions

Investigation K izzeress,

Data Contact Risk
Collection Tracing Assessment
« Records - ldentify close contacts of « Mode of transmission
« Additional labs case while infectious « Exposure environment
* Interview « Assess risk to determine « Riskto pUblIC
« Clinician consult intervention

« Case determination

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Principles of epidemiology: Lesson 6, Section 2. kitsa ppu blichea Ith.org
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https://archive.cdc.gov/www_cdc_gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson6/section2.html

Res poNnse

Implement :
Coordinate
Control
Treatment
Measures
« Implemented based on risk «  Work with local healthcare
assessment partners to recommend
treatment and connect affected
« Goalis reducing transmission with care
 Isolation, quarantine, « In certain instances, public
environmental controls, post health coordinates and
exposure prophylaxis administers treatment

@
)( KITSAP PUBLIC
HEALTH DISTRICT

Educate and
Communicate

Education and monitoring for
case and close contacts

Support for impacted facilities;
ICAR for healthcare

Provider and public advisories

Public communication and
education campaigns

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Principles of Epidemiology. Lesson 6, Section 2.
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HEALTH DISTRICT
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Analyze

Translating data and information

nto evidence-based practice

Provide interpretation of the data and
literature.

Synthesize cross-cutting information
sources around a public health priority
topic.

Identify gaps and opportunities for public
health action.

Ensuring understanding of biases and
limitations in available data.

Communicate important local, regional
and national disease activity to decision
makers and community members.

KITSAP PUBLIC

HEALTH DISTRICT

Readiness: Measles | 2022-23 School Year

Select disease: Include:
[ieostos ale
() Public+Private schools

. Measles coverage at K-12 schools By District: Complete (K-12) 'gi::;m

wa  CHLAMYDIA GONORRHEA oy

DATA Complete 33,909 96.7% O Exempted

() Conditional
P ehneeareananeenenreeneeaseasesnennessan nnery, ) O Gt of compliance or Exempted
I Conditional
i 787 cases in 2023 189 cases in 2023 T
: . O Total number
Why were they tested? Why were they tested?” Exemptions (all types) &5 £ « (© Percent of students
Symptomatic Symptomatic

Tested duringa routine exam Tested duringa routine exam

The Six Principles
of CERC

Throughout these chapters, six principles of effective emergency
and risk communications are emphasized:

. o,
1 )( KITSAP PUBLIC
HEALTH DISTRIC

Mz Female (N =334)

Where were they tested? (Top 3)

Primary Care" 420 (53%)
Emergency Dept or Urgent Care 146 (19%) Be First:
Sexual Health /Family Planning Clinic 129(16%)

Crises are time-sensitive. Communicating information quickly is
crucial. For members of the public, the first source of information

often becomes the preferred source.

Be Right:
Accuracy establishes credibility. Information can include what is known,
what is not known, and what is being done to fill in the gaps
i
Be Credible:
Honesty and truthfulness should not be compromised during crises,
i
Express Empathy:
H Crises create harm, and the suffering should be acknowledged in
3 words. Addressing what people are feeling, and the challenges they
face, builds trust and rapport.
Promote Action:
Giving people meaningful things to do calms anxiety, helps restore
order, and promotes some sense of control.
Show Respect:
Respectful communication is particularly important when people
feel vulnerable. Respectful communication promotes cooperation
and rapport

Communicable diseases - or infectious diseases - are diseases caused by organi
such as bacteria, viruses, parasites, or fungi. They can be transmitted from person to

A

person, or from animals, insects, contaminated food or water, or organisms naturally occurring

Region 2 Communicable Disease Surveillance Summary

Clallam - Jefferson « Kitsap

>

EXPLORE SURVEILLANCE

DATA BY DISEASE
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( 24
@ Public Health
NOTES ON THE DATA AND )‘(
TECHNICAL RESOURCES
ITSAP PUBLIC
HEALTH DISTRICT

b SR

Visit Clallam County
Public Health

VIEW LOCAL

VIEW CDC/DOH
PUBLISHED SURVEILLANCE

COUNTS

Visit Jefferson

DOWNLOAD OR PRINT County Public Health

DATA SUMMARY TABLES

Visit Kitsap Public
Health District

kitsappublichealth.org
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THANK YOU!

" kitsappublichealth.org



345 6th Street, Suite 300
KITSAP PUBLIC Bremerton, WA 98337

HEALTH DISTRICT 360-728-2235

MEMO

To: Kitsap Public Health Board

From: Liz Davis, Immunizations & GCD Program Manager

Date: May 6, 2025

Re: Public Health in Action: Addressing Communicable Health Threats

Liz Davis, Immunizations and General Communicable Disease (GCD) Program
Manager, and Wendy Inouye, Epidemiologist, will present the following:

e The details of the Health District’s response to specific communicable diseases
(tuberculosis, measles, and pertussis) and a review of related data.

e The work the Health District does for immunization support and promotion, in
addition to vaccine-preventable disease investigation and response.

e Areview of public health’s vital role in maintaining a safe and informed
community.

e Future updates on this topic, which can be provided at the Board's request.

Recommendation
None at this time — for information and discussion only.

Please contact me at (360)728-2235 or elizabeth.davis@kitsappublichealth.org with
any questions or comments.
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https://vimeo.com/958548232?share=copy






https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html



https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/420-004-CDAnnualReport2023.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html



https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/school-immunization/dashboard



https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/school-immunization/dashboard









https://kpq.com/whooping-cough-outbreak-update/



https://www.healthykitsap.org/
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