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Olympic Connect
A unified network of partners that seamlessly 

connects people to the support they need to thrive.
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A non-profit organization, 

established in 2017, with the 

purpose of tackling health issues 

that no single sector or tribe can 

tackle alone.

Serves Clallam, Jefferson, and 

Kitsap counties and 7 Sovereign 

Nations: Hoh, Jamestown 

S’Klallam, Lower Elwha Klallam, 

Makah, Port Gamble S’Klallam, 

Quileute, Suquamish.

By bringing together regional 

partners on local health issues, 

we are working towards a region 

of healthy people, thriving 

communities.

Olympic Community of Health



We tackle health issues 

no single sector or tribe 

can tackle alone. 

We solve health 

problems through 

collaborative action.

The community 

care hub for the 

Olympic region.

Networked with 9 

Accountable 

Communities of Health 

across the state.

A Community Care Hub 

of Washington.

What is a Community Care Hub?



What is Olympic Connect?

Olympic Connect is a unified 

network of partners that 

seamlessly connects 

people to the support they 

need to thrive.

Trusted helpers clear the 

path, removing barriers for 

people so they can access 

the care and services they 

need.



Connect people to care and 

services through trained and 

highly skilled trusted helpers

Strengthen our regional 

network of partners 

Coordinate between health 

care and social service 

providers

Connect regional resources 

and track health outcomes 

for healthier individuals, 

families and communities

What we do.
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Our communities can’t thrive if people don’t 

have what they need for optimal health and well-

being.

Siloed efforts. Our efforts to address social 

needs are largely siloed.

Insecure funding. Organizations may not 

have sustainable funding to meet the needs.

No systems to track. There isn’t a system to 

track and address gaps in available resources 

or to see how our efforts are paying off.

Why it matters.



Funding sources

Olympic Community of Health has a braided funding model from 3 different primary funding sources:

Washington State Health Care Authority Economic Development Authority

(Federal)

Washington State Department of Health

$17 million between 

July 2023-June 2028 $9.8 million between 

October 2024 -September 2029

$1.1 million between 

October 2024-June 2025
What it funds:

• Hub infrastructure, including:

• Technology

• Engagement

• Workforce capacity 

building

• Hub development

• Case management services

What it funds:

• Case management services

• Expanding resources and 

services

• Clallam and Jefferson 

counties only

What it funds:

• Expansion of resources and 

services







Contracted Care Coordination Partners 
• Boys & Girls Club of the Olympic Peninsula

• East Jefferson Fire Rescue CARES

• First Step Family Support Center

• Jefferson Healthcare

• Lutheran Community Services Northwest

• North Olympic Healthcare Network

• Olympic Peninsula YMCA

• OWL360

• Peninsula Community Health Services

• YMCA of Pierce & Kitsap Counties

• Quilcene Fire CARES

• Voices of the Pacific Island Nations
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Expand & Enhance Access to Social Care
• Discovery Behavioral Health – Day 

treatment, partial hospitalization for 

substance use disorder

• Fishline – Mobile food truck

• Jefferson County Farmers Market – 

Senior farmers market nutrition 

benefit

• Olympic Peninsula Community Clinic 

– Medical respite

• Peninsula Behavioral Health – 

Permanent supportive housing

• Port Angeles Food Bank – Mobile 

food truck

• South Kitsap Helpline – Medically 

tailored meals
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Olympic Connect: Community Video



Measures of success

The Department of Health and Health Care Authority 

look at 5 categories of strategic measures to assess 

community-based care coordination:

Olympic Community of Health will evaluate the impact and performance of Olympic Connect through 

statewide and regional strategic measures. 

Some examples include:



How to partner

CONNECT

Identify, screen and connect 

community members to 

Olympic Connect

COORDINATE

Provide care coordination 

services to address 

social needs 

Use a hope-centered 

approach to support 

community members to 

meet their goals

LEARN

Sign up for OCH’s e-newsletter

Participate in an OCH convening, 

learning opportunity, or event

PROVIDE

Contribute to a regional resource 

directory

Provide resources and services to 

community members

Expand & enhance access to 

social care

CHAMPION

Governance partner

Advisory group member

Olympic Connect Ambassador



Refer to Olympic Connect 

Online referral form: 

OlympicConnect.org/get-

started/

Email: 

Connect@OlympicCH.org

Local phone: 

360-301-8252

Attend an event: 

https://olympicconnect.org/g

et-started/ 

https://olympicconnect.org/get-started/
https://olympicconnect.org/get-started/
https://olympicconnect.org/get-started/
https://olympicconnect.org/get-started/


Communicable Disease
Surveillance and Response
An Overview

Liz Davis, RN-BSN
Program Manager
Immunizations and General
Communicable Disease

Wendy Inouye, MS, MPA
Epidemiologist 
Communicable Disease



Protecting 
Public Health

• Multi step process

• Coordination of 
multiple variables

• Time and labor 
intensive

• Largely supported 
by FPHS funding

Detect

Investigate

RespondMonitor

Analyze Surveillance
and

Response

Main takeaways: 



kitsappublichealth.org

Detection

Source: Washington State Department of Health, List of notifiable conditions. 

How are we informed of potential cases? 

• Community members

• Providers

• Facilities

• Labs

• State reporting systems

• Auxiliary surveillance systems

https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/notifiable-conditions/list-notifiable-conditions
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Investigation

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Principles of epidemiology: Lesson 6, Section 2.

Data 
Collection

Contact 
Tracing

Risk 
Assessment

• Records
• Additional labs
• Interview
• Clinician consult
• Case determination

• Identify close contacts of 
case while infectious

• Assess risk to determine 
intervention

• Mode of transmission
• Exposure environment
• Risk to public

https://archive.cdc.gov/www_cdc_gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson6/section2.html
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Response

Implement 
Control 

Measures

Coordinate 
Treatment

Educate and 
Communicate

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Principles of Epidemiology: Lesson 6, Section 2. 

• Implemented based on risk 
assessment

• Goal is reducing transmission

• Isolation, quarantine, 
environmental controls, post 
exposure prophylaxis

• Work with local healthcare 
partners to recommend 
treatment and connect affected 
with care

• In certain instances, public 
health coordinates and 
administers treatment

• Education and monitoring for 
case and close contacts

• Support for impacted facilities; 
ICAR for healthcare 

• Provider  and public advisories

• Public communication and 
education campaigns

https://archive.cdc.gov/www_cdc_gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson6/section2.html
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Monitor
Communicable Disease Teams employ a 
broad range of surveillance tools to detect and 
respond to public health issues.

• Routine review of reportable condition reports to 
identify trends, clusters/outbreaks, gaps and emerging 
issues.

• Regional, state and national workgroups to 
coordinate information and response to emerging 
health issues

• Molecular surveillance (CDC PulseNet, SPHERES) to link 
cases in outbreaks and identify 

• Real-time emergency department visit data 
(“syndromic surveillance”) to detect clusters or alerts, 
or to monitor trends in targeted health areas.
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Analyze
Translating data and information 
into evidence-based practice

• Provide interpretation of the data and 
literature.

• Synthesize cross-cutting information 
sources around a public health priority 
topic.

• Identify gaps and opportunities for public 
health action.

• Ensuring understanding of biases and 
limitations in available data.

• Communicate important local, regional 
and national disease activity to decision 
makers and community members.



THANK YOU!

kitsappublichealth.org



Public Health in Action
Addressing Communicable 
Disease Threats

Liz Davis, RN-BSN
Program Manager
Immunizations and General
Communicable Disease

Wendy Inouye, MS, MPA
Epidemiologist 
Communicable Disease
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TUBERCULOSIS

CDC estimates there 
are ~2,500 people 
living in Kitsap County 
with inactive TB (2023)

Sources: Public Health surveillance data, accessed 3/3/2025; 
KPHD operational data, accessed 4/9/2025; 
CDC communication to DOH (2024).

6 Active TB cases

In 2024, KPHD TB nurses 
directly observed >1,000 
medication doses taken by 
Kitsap residents with active TB

In June 2024, KPHD led an educational webinar 
that reached providers and responders from 
six local health care networks and agencies.

Of those, we identify 
~1-6 active TB cases 

per year.

In Kitsap County, we 
evaluate 30-40 

patients each year with 
suspected TB

In 2024:

32 Suspected TB cases 
evaluated

32 Close contacts of confirmed 
cases evaluated

59
Clients referred through 
immigration and refugee 
mechanisms evaluated

1 Additional active TB case 
relocated to Kitsap during 
treatment

124
Total clients evaluated 
and/or managed by our 
TB Team

This represents a fraction of our clients:

https://vimeo.com/958548232?share=copy
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Measles in the News



Montana
5 cases

Apr 2025 - present

Southwest Outbreak (TX, NM, KS, OK)
>700 cases

Jan 2025 - present

Ohio
32 cases

Mar 2025 - present

Indiana
8 cases

Apr 2025 - present

Michigan
9 cases

Apr 2025 - present

MEASLES CASES AND OUTBREAKS IN THE U.S., 2025

2/27/2025 King

3/18/2025 King

4/2/2025 Snohomish

4/17/2025 King

4/23/2025 King

2025 measles cases 
in Washington

U.S. measles cases, by onset date, Jan 2024 – Apr 2025. 
Source: https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html, accessed 4/25/2025.

IN 2025

884 cases in 29 
states

94 hospitalizations

3 deaths

* Data through 4/25/2025

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
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Measles in WA and Kitsap County

Sources: Public Health surveillance data, accessed 4/23/2025,
DOH 2023 Annual Communicable Disease Report, accessed 2/25/2025; 
CDC Measles Cases and Outbreaks, accessed 4/21/2025.

In Kitsap County, there have been 4 measles cases in the past 20 years.

* through 
4/22/2025

90
(2019)

33
(2014)

38
(1996)

19
(2008) 5

(2025*)

Measles cases in 
Washington

Measles cases 
in Kitsap

Kitsap Public Health 
investigates 1-5 

suspected measles cases 
each year. 

The last confirmed 
measles case in Kitsap 

County was in 2014. 

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/420-004-CDAnnualReport2023.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


91.8%
91.3%

State

Kitsap
95% coverage target

House Bill 1638 removes MMR 
Personal Beliefs Exemption for 

Schools and Child Care, 
Effective July 2019
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MMR coverage, 2014 - 2023

Source: DOH School Immunizations Dashboard, accessed 4/7/2025.

Percent of kindergartners entering Kitsap schools with 2 
documented doses of MMR.

% of Kitsap kindergartners with 
non-medical vaccine exemptions 

has increased since 2019

https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/school-immunization/dashboard
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Target MMR coverage is achievable!

Source: DOH School Immunizations Dashboard, data include both public and 
private schools, accessed 4/7/2025 

Percent of kindergartners entering Kitsap schools with 2 documented doses of MMR, Sep 2023.

If all kindergartners without an 
exemption were brought up to 
date, MMR vaccine coverage 

would exceed 95% in all 
Kitsap regions.

To improve rates we have:
• Coordinated clinics with early 

childhood learning centers, 
schools and community 
partners.

• Hosted childhood vaccine 
clinics.

• Distributed provider advisories 
reminding to check records.

• Put out public messaging on the 
importance of MMR vaccine.

https://doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/school-immunization/dashboard
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Pertussis Response, Jan - Mar 2025
1/9: Pertussis case reported to KPHD. 

Investigator learns case attends local 
high school, and that other students 

have had similar cough illnesses.

1/10: KPHD works with school to distribute 
letter to HS parents/guardians/staff with 

key public health recommendations.

1/10 – 3/20: KPHD coordinates passive 
monitoring and support to HS. Monitoring ends 

2 incubation periods after last cough onset.

When cases were reported (by week ending date)

1/27: KPHD develops plan with HS athletics 
director to screen student athletes prior to 

practices, exclude athletes with cough, 
and recommend ill athletes see provider.

Initial increased case finding as 
more students with cough evaluated 

by medical professionals

No additional 
cases since 3/12
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Pertussis in Kitsap County, 2005 - 2024

Source: DOH Public Health surveillance data, accessed 4/24/2025.

KITSAP PERTUSSIS 
CASES REPORTED 
2015-2024 (N=171)

The last major outbreak in 
Kitsap County was 122 
during the 2014-15 school 
year, where there were 122 
cases, primarily in high 
school students.10 YEAR DATA

*

* 2025 data through 4/12/2025 (WA) and 4/24/2025 (Kitsap)

2025 YTD

BY WEEK ENDING DATE

• 31 cases (66%) linked to 3 
outbreaks at Kitsap schools

• >33% of cases in 2025 
among people who had 
never received a DTaP or 
Tdap.

• 19 notifications to schools 
and facilities to date. 

80%
among 
people < 18 
years old



kitsappublichealth.org

Pertussis Elsewhere in the U.S.

Early identification and rapid 
response can prevent large 

community-wide outbreaks!

https://kpq.com/whooping-cough-outbreak-update/, 
accessed 4/9/2025

Also in 2024/2025…

https://kpq.com/whooping-cough-outbreak-update/
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Promoting and Supporting Immunizations

Source: www.healthykitsap.org.

Access and 
Administration

• Coordinate clinics with 
community partners

• Support Vaccine for 
Children providers

• Addressing access 
issues

• Limited vaccine 
administration

Working with 
Schools

• Regular connection with 
health services teams

• Immunization messaging 
for students and families

• Back to School clinic 
coordination

• WAIIS school module 
onboarding

Immunization 
campaigns

FPHS Supported

https://www.healthykitsap.org/
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Public Health Fulfills a Critical Role
Our team conducts a wide range of work to ensure “whole-community” health.  

PREVENTION
• Protecting health of individuals 

and community.

• Preparing for and responding 
rapidly to prevent outbreaks.

COORDINATION
• Coordinating response across multiple agencies, organizations, and communities.

• Filling gaps not covered by health care system.

• Helping people and organizations navigate complex health situations.

EQUITY

Ensuring everyone has access to  
the care they need protect 
themselves and the community.



THANK YOU!

kitsappublichealth.org
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