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Health District Releases 2012 Water Quality Report  

and 2013 Public Health Advisories for Polluted Streams  
   

BREMERTON— Kitsap Public Health District, in partnership with the Kitsap County Surface 

and Storm Water Management Program, is releasing its 2012 Water Quality Monitoring Report.  

This report summarizes bacteria levels in Kitsap’s streams, lakes, and marine waters and toxic 

algae levels in lakes. We are also releasing our annual list of streams that will require public 

health advisories in 2013 because they are severely contaminated with fecal coliform bacteria. In 

addition, we are announcing a research partnership with the University of Washington to develop 

new tools that will aid in pollution clean-up. 

 

As part of our efforts to protect public health and safety, we test stream and marine waters 

monthly and swimming beaches during the summer months. When contamination levels are high 

enough to pose a health risk, we post health advisories to warn people that they may become ill if 

they come into contact with the water in certain areas.   

 

Water quality monitoring is a key component of the District’s innovative Pollution Identification 

and Correction (PIC) program. When pollution is identified, we investigate its causes, and in 

partnership with property owners, develop plans that will correct it. The program has been so 

successful that it was recognized by the Environmental Protection Agency as a model practice, 

and is now being implemented by other counties in the Puget Sound area.  

 

Highlights from the 2012 report: 

 

 Our cleanup efforts are producing 

positive results. With one exception, 

bacteria levels in some of our most 

polluted streams have dropped. Pollution 

sources corrected on these streams have 

included failing septic systems and 

agricultural sites with manure run-off.   

 Bacteria Levels (FC 100/ml) 

Stream Name 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Phinney Creek 741 616 465 404 

Ostrich Bay Creek 372 370 215 262 

Little Scandia Creek 405 417 371 234 

Bear Creek 335 422 377 210 

Karcher Creek 263 296 267 155 
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 We’re pleased to announce that the public health advisories have been lifted on three 

streams, and no additional streams need to be added to the list of public health 

advisories in 2013. Public health advisories have been lifted due to improving water quality 

in Little Scandia Creek (near Poulsbo), Karcher Creek (near Port Orchard) and Bear Creek (a 

tributary of Burley Creek).  Advisories will remain in place for Lofall Creek, Phinney Creek, 

and Ostrich Bay Creek. A document describing the District’s pollution correction efforts for 

each of these streams is included with this media release, along with a map showing the 

location of streams mentioned above.  

  

 The number of streams with improving 

trends increased from seven in 2006 to 

22 in 2012. This indicates that bacteria 

levels have dropped, and are staying 

lower than in the past. The reduction 

shown for 2011 is due to the fact that 

earlier improvements on some streams 

had temporarily stabilized. The number of 

streams with worsening trends decreased 

from eight to four over the last year, and 

in most cases, the bacteria levels in these 

streams are still very low. 

 

 Long Lake and Kitsap Lake both required health advisories due to toxic algae blooms. 

These lakes have a history of high nutrient levels, which fuel the algae blooms. Long Lake’s 

advisory started on August 6
th

, 2013 and ended on November 9
th, 

2013.  Kitsap Lake’s 

advisory started on July 23
rd

, 2013 and ended on January 24
th 

2013. Efforts to form Lake 

Management Districts can help reduce nutrient levels, limit algae blooms, and protect public 

health.  

 

 The Health District and the University of Washington are researching new tools to aid 

in pollution clean-up. The District is working with scientists from the UW’s Center for 

Urban Waters to identify chemicals that can determine when bacterial pollution is coming 

from human sources. This research, funded by a grant from the Russell Family Foundation, is 

investigating whether chemicals like caffeine, medicines, and pesticides can be detected at 

very low concentrations from leaking septic systems, sewer lines, or even run-off from 

livestock manure. If successful, this new tool could help pollution clean-up efforts around 

Puget Sound. 

 

Each document discussed in this release will be available online by 4:30pm on March 26th at 

www.kitsappublichealth.org. For more information, contact Shawn Ultican at (360) 731-5713, 

Monday through Friday, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., or email him at 

shawn.ultican@kitsappublichealth.org. 

 

Health District staff will be conducting fieldwork related to this story on Tuesday March 26
th

, 

and Thursday, March 28
th

. To schedule photos of stream monitoring, removal of stream health 

advisory signs, or research being conducted with the UW, please contact the Health District. 
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